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if changing, cole. The truth is that the new generation of Gnaw:
musicians—the Gnawa reggae artists-—are ore concerned wi
explaining the policical chan with mediating the metaphysical. An
when they cry, “ Dawina, dawi ni—heal us, God,” it is more a referen:
politics than to spirit possession. As such, the

to the region’s tortured
sintir, whether daubed with henna or embroidered in red, yellow,

green, NOW represents Memory and consciousness. In France and B:
gium, the Gnawi is becoming a &m.:.vou of a new diaspora consciol
ness, an Africa-centered brand of European Muslim internationalis
in North Africa, the Gnawi stands for all that’s been ignored a
suppressed by the nation-state and dominant nationalism. On bo
sides of the Mediterranean, it's the music of postcolonial disaffecic
In May 2011, Randy Weston and his longtime partnet Abdellah:
Gourd were honoted in Manhattan by the Mogoccan government.
front of hundreds of music aficionados, diplomats, women in cafta
and members of the Moorish Science Temple (in three-piece suits

call fez hats), the Morocean general consul in New York placed med
necks and congratulated them for their cort miber would not be a dark-skinned individual, as that would

“P'ye been with the Gnawa for forty- backlash against minorities, If the perpetrator turned

“This music is the history of a peo hite” American, they explained, he would be mnnm as E“MH
ssed “lone wolf,” and the crime would remain in the domain
mo.annm:nﬁ. If the act was committed by a darker-hued per-
.iow_& be perceived as part of a larger, ideological, existential
rawing in the military and national security establishment;
ical fallout would include more profiling and civil Emrﬁ“.
ents, possibly even military operations and a foreign-policy
E.umm. 18, three days after the tragedy, John King of CNN
ased on a police tip, that the bombers were “dark-skinned.”
..o.m. speculation over skin tone continued for days, reach-
o.mm..._.umovommozm. When the younger Tsarnaev brother was
g in a boar in someone’s backyard, one observer tweeted

ark-skinned boat?” “
en it emerged that the perpetrators were white Chechens
,mmnum:Tmbm quite literally Caucasian—commentators
pite the brothers’ phenotype and geographic origin, that
ot white. That the older brother was a permanent resident

" “We Ain't White”

.ﬁm after explosions struck the Boston Marathon, speculation
rammb about the identity and appearance of the boraber(s).
s prayed the perpetrator of the heinous act would not be a
t:of their community. Liberal commentators openly hoped

around the musicians
bution to Moroccan culture.

years,” said Weston rearfully.
songs about God and saints which entiched my life. I laid the m
on the piano, but the real thing is in Morocco. And you caniot
absorb the Gnawa ancestors if you think of yourself not as Congo
or Senegalese or Moroccan, but as an African.” :

The new generation, for all its tinkering with tradition, sl
the humanist vision of their Caribbean forebears—McKay, Westo
who brought Gnawa to Western artention, With a moral geogr
anchored in North Africa but extending east, south, and west t
the Caribbean, the new Gnawa generation see themselves as cr
of what Claude McKay called an “Afro-Oriental” world.
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nating mixture of Islam and Americana. The cafeteria serves halal
od. Cheerleaders wear head scarves. Parents chaperone students to
¢ end-of-year prom.

1In early October 2009, the National Nerwork for Arab Ameri-
ommunites {NNAAC) held its annual conference in Dearborn,
inging together leaders from around the country to discuss issues
cting the community. Bur between panels and in the hallways of
conference center, people were chatting not about the census but
ut-“the amazing Rima.” Two weeks earlier, Rima Fakih, a girl from
rborn, born in southern Lebanon, qualified to represent Michi-

and the younger brother was a U.S. citizen, and a weed-smoking hi
hop head and high-school wrestler, made no difference: “The perp
trators of the Boston Marathon bombing are not ‘white Americans,’
stated Commentary magazine. For its special cover story on radicaliz
tion, The Week magazine actually darkened the skin of the two broth
ers. Meanwhile, liberal journalists, like Joan Walsh of Salon magazin
would ponder and lament “the determination to define the Tsarnaevs
as non-white, no matter what the Census Bureau says.”

The Boston tragedy brought to the mainstream a contradicti
chat Muslims in the U.S. have long been aware of: and that is ju
because the Census Bureau classifies Americans with roots in Not
Africa, the Middle East, and swaths of Central Asia as legally “whit
does not mean rhey are considered white by society and public d
course or by other government agencies. Young Muslim activists’
Iranian, Turkish, and Arab background have in the last decade bé
Jobbying to have the American government recognize North Afrie
and Middle Eastern Americans as a minority. The push toward }
minority status is occurring beyond America’s borders. Muslim co
munities across Europe and North America have been mobilizi
around the national censuses in their respective countries, lobbyi
for a separate check box, and contesting the maps and geograp
lines that underpin official racial and ethnic categories.

t the Miss"USA 2010 competition. Her victory was the topic

discussion i
liscussion at restaurants along Warren Avenue and on Detroits

bic radio station. At the conference, community leaders were pon-
g the meaning of her victory for Muslim women: Would hav-
Arab Muslim girl at a Miss USA pageant help mainsiream
ican Muslim identity? Would it help counter negative images of
im women? Opinion was split: one camp cautioned not to place
.,.:nr importance on beauty pageants (“Having women strut in
ng.gowns and swimsuits is not a sign of progress”), while oth-
...mm that beauty pageanis can shape impressions, recalling how
i ..mm::mv Joseph, a Syrian-American, was selected as the first
up at the International Pageant of Pulchritude in Galveston,
and how that helped the Syrian community’s siruggles for

Dearborn is often described as “ché Arab capital of America.” Ro ._n..m.ﬂ_u_.mnﬁ of this year’s NNAAC conference is the 2010 census
one in every three Dearborn residents is Arab---generally of Ye nority status” for Arab-Americans, and that is the topic fore-

Lebanese, or Iragi descent—part of an estimated 490,000 Arab:
ing in the greater Detroit area. Dearborn is home to the cout
first hatal McDonald’s and KFC. Young, newly minted American
lomats arc often sent here to achieve “cultural competency” b
heading to the Middle East; delegations of European policymake;
given Stare Department-sponsored tours of the city to see how
grated American Muslims are. American presidential candidates
during election season in search of the Arab-American vote. Dear
also boasts the first largely Muslim public high school in Am
Fordson High, in the city’s blue-collar eastern section, is itsel

ogist is rushing to address a group of census volunteers and
nity organizers (Egyptians, Palestinians, Somalis, Sudanese,
tom around the country. A longtime activist, Samhan—

rector of the Arab American Institute—is leading the 2010
areness campaign, and is asking the attendees to get their
ties .counted. “We have to get counted. Race and ethnic
ed 1o enforce civil rights law,” she pleads to a roomful of
“Data gathered from the survey helps disburse nearly 400
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nwmnmnwam WM“M &.Hm_&w.mﬁwn Americans build a small city, with an
ea calle erican Harran,” where they live, and a di ict
ab Harran,” to house Ar: e ot o
b, 0 Rk WMMWMQW@E and the large number of for-
.O.:w often-quoted passage from Cities of Sult involves Munif’
cription of the newly built city of Harran and the segregar M:__ m
quarters of American Harran and Arab Harran: Eﬁm_m - | :\M
FFan wwow& at their faces and then at each other . . . Wh wMM% M‘_o
.8. live like this, while the Americans lived so- H.m.ﬂ@w_ ? dSM%
H_HM% _uﬁ.ﬁm m.,,oB going near an American house, even m”oww _ocm
! rw .m§5:w_mm pool ot standing for a moment in the shade of
their trees? . . . Juma never hesitated 1o fash out with his whi
...w_n.moﬂ:& the workers in ‘restricted areas.” The Americans rhm
d: signposts warning them against loitering or going near mo
Em.nw? and they had even put barbed wire in the sea to k "
a distance.” Munif’s references to barbed wires and “restri an
cre long thought to be allegorical, symbols of separation Mﬁn
m..mm&nm work of fiction. But recent research has shown HM .
_Eﬁ was f1ot engaging in magical realism. N
S...inaw Kingdom, political scientist Robert Vitalis set out
story of the Arabian American Oil Company (Aram nvo
.mm_.,&_m Arabia afier World War 11, and to show how MM.v
which at its founding was the U.S.s largest overseas HW
Ipstise—was critical to the American-Saudi relationshi mbm
ed Aramco’s operations in the oil town of Dhahran pw.ﬁw
950s, Vialis found that social arrangements in that SS.M
of exclusionary practices and norms imported from the
st .mE.& mo:%immw and his book scon turned out to be
f building a Jim Crow enclave on the eastern shore of
.Hma end of World War I1.” Aramco’s compounds were
microcosm of the American racial order adapted to m:“
ext ...A.moﬁ unlike American oil operations in Venezuela
.H.ﬂmosﬁmmv. Housing barracks were segregated; bﬁam”
ntact with nearby Arab families were deported; Saudi
f _w_m_v:nm from living with their families and vn_o:wnm
amco company cinema. Similarly, Chevron, which

host of interrelated campaigns—a Iebanese-American campaign, a
Nubian and Sudanese campaign, an Iranian-American campaign—all.
calling for racial minority status at either the federal or the state leve
These small but intense campaigns, led by young lawyers and studen
and mostly clustered around the University of California campuse
are trying to expand the country’s labels of ethnic identification. "It
evade discriminatory immigration and naturalization laws, the earl
Arab immigrants to America—largely Christians who came fron
Syria in the early 1900s-—tried to show that they were of the sam
(Caucasian) stock and civilization as other Americans, and struggle
ro demonstrate “sameness,” Today’s generation is loudly claiming di
ference and lobbying to not be counted as white.

The contested, shifting racial status of North African and Midd
Fasterners in America is a product of 2 number of factors: the US
complex and changing relationship with the Middle Easg the
ticular mapping and labeling of Muslim regions by American carto
raphers at the State Department and Census Burcau (whereb
instance, Chechnya is labeled “white” but Azerbaijan is “Some Oth
Race”); and, finally, the changing significance of minority status
criteria for membership in that category in post-civil rights Amei

Jim Crow Arabia

In his six-hundred-page epic novel, Cities of Salt, the Saudi :
Abdelrahman Munif traces the history of the Arabian peninsul:
the 1930s onward, starting with the arrival of American oil pr
tors. The novel begins at the oasis of Wadi al-Uyun, a fush
dan area that has long nourished the local Bedouins. The im
a paradise on earth is suddenly disrupted by the arrival of
speaking American oil prospectors. The Americans 50011 retur
their bulldozers (“yellow iron hulks”) and begin tearing up
groves, sweeping away the oasis dwellers and their families. Th
then shifts from the oasis to the coastal town of Harran, W
oilmen are building a port and a pipeline linking the tov
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world power”; his decision to grant Arabs in America legal status
hites was necessary “to promote friendlier relations berween the
rited States and other nations.” The U.S. government would thus
m Muslim Arabs to the “whire” category on the census; bur it did
i .@Q.rmﬁm could not, prevent American oil firms from implement-
egregation in Arabia.
1952, the Immigration and Narionality Act finally repealed
cial barriers to naturalization, and established immigration pref-
es-for cerrain occupations. The overhaul of U.S. immigration
codified in the 1965 Immigration Act led to the abolition of
ational-origins quotas introduced in 1924. These new policies
entally changed the character of immigration to the 1).S. The
rity of immigrants now came not from Europe but from Latin
a, Asia, Africa, and the Middle East,

less then a year after Hassan's case, the government issued a strongly
worded statement affirming the eligibility of Arab Muslims to na
uralize. Contravening the Hassan court ruling, the INS statemen
declared “a person of Arabian race is eligible to naturalization.” Th
INS declared that Arabs——of whatever religious background—were
white and fully eligible for immigration and naturalization becau
of “shared civilization” berween the Near East and the West. Wh
Mohamed Mohriez, described as “an Arab born in Sanhy, Bada
Arabia,” petitioned for citizenship in 1944, the court allowed hi
to naturalize. In contrast to carlier rulings that had accented the vas
distance separating Arabs from European culrure, Charles Wyzans]
the presiding judge, argued that the Arabs could be considered whi
because they had absorbed enough European cultare through th
role as transmitcers of European civilization: “The Arab people st
as one of the chief channels by which the traditions of white Euro
ans, especially the ancient Greck traditions, have been carried into.
present,” and therefore, “the Arab passes muster as white.”

The Arab Muslim’s rapid “racial shift” from nonwhite to w
was largely due to postwar politics and the emergence of the |
as a superpower with a presence in the Middle East. Before the
was over, geopolitical considerations had prompted state official
remove racial requisites to immmigration. On October 11, 1943, P
dent Roosevelt appealed to Congress to rescind the Chinese Ex
sion Act (introduced in 1882) in recognition of China’s partn
in the war; Chinese immigrants were finally eligible for citizensh
July 1946, a series of presidential proclamations and starutes gr
the Philippines independence and allowed for limited Filipin
Tndian immigration. In the easly years of the Cold War, as it b
evident that race would be used as an ideological cudgel by Ch
the Soviet Union, immigration policy went from being the
tic domain of Congress to a “focus of the executive branch as
of foreign policy.” Foreign-policy elites saw treating Arabs as e
white as a way to build relations with Arab states already being
by the Sovier Union. As Judge Wyzanski wrote, “We as a coun
learned thart policies of rigid exclusion are not only false to ou
sion of democratic liberalism but repugnant to our vital in

ck It Right (Not Quite White)!

¢ad-up to the 2010 census, Arab-American and Iramian-
an ¢omedians launched a nationwide campaign called “Check
xplaining to their community in humorous online vid-
.u&o segments why they're not exactly white and should
mﬁw: These young activists are invariably inspired by the
w.nm: Institute’s Helen Samhan. On the eve of the 2000
published an article titled “Not Quite White” that helped
1ovement for minority status and has become a mani-
tig Middle Eastern Americans. In the paper, she noted
1y disconnect” that many young Arab-Americans feel:
ified as white, but they have an affinity for people of
ing every other non-European national origin group.”
lassification system, she wrote, “which places Arabs and
18 with origins in the Middle East and North Africa in the
ategory that identifies the European majority, has been a
nifusion and a challenge.” And most poignantly, in light of
1onitoring of Arab and Muslim communities in the lare
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_ 0@0%» Mwﬂmﬂg ar mzﬂﬁw Hrmm certain rancies mw
_u_ e mmm N:ﬁw HTQ MZMII,S@H@ .nNNu_ N&.vs treatin mOOwﬁmluw not mwcs Hwn@ nﬂﬂww:m mcnﬂmz mﬂmwh—ﬂm face aﬁg :~:~OH=.%

ularly law enforcemen
Us.

Nosth African and Middle Eastern Americans as an identifiable grou
that was to be tracked and monitored, but the census continued to Wh
. en the carrent census ¢a i
regories were created by the Whi
ite

regard Arabs as the same as other white ethnics. use-based Office of Management and Bud .
The community workers who Helen Samhan was addressin al attention was given to disparities vm?cs mmm ﬁmzmw in 1977,
at the 2009 Dearborn conference are particularly supportive of t Indian, and Asian-American populatio cen Blac ,r.mﬂ:ov W»Bn?
minority-status campaigr. They work with and represent an imm population based on Gmmm% Mmﬁm AM > SM,oBmum:woq_ with the
grant cOMMURLY, increasingly made up of refugees resertled fro 1} the OMB, in response to nmmm_dcﬁnoﬁ he 1970 census). In
Iraq, Sudan, and Somalia, that needs social services and governme; sification system and introduced the mQ mmeﬁma. .wm_..o.nam& the
assistance in the areas of education and health care; but there is no five categories were W:EEH&EESQMQ mwsm__.um “racial penta-
1o demonsirate this need. As the minority-status advocates explal e, Asian, Black or African-American an.,: Mm mm:.w:ﬁw Alaskan
Arab, Iranian, and Turkish Americans find themselves in a rath slander, and White. The OMB m_mo .mﬂé& mMm:m: or Other
to get official minority status and a new check-oft ethnicity: “Hispanic or Latino” and :%M“M E_anwm:ﬂ@w _umu@ mo.m
: ic or Latino.

absurd situation:
o show that they suffer from system ective continued to define as white “

box on the census, they need ¢ "

e . . g . i a person havin Lo

discrimination, and that is difficult to do, because data is not avatla . P g ongs
, > : ginal peoples of Europe, the Middle East, or North Africa.”

separately for Middle Easterners. “When a police officer stops a te 2009, the minority-status campai . .
in Orland Park, for example, he has to mark whether that person an-American students and mnﬂmﬁwﬂmﬁ:m mzm.& m.mm_m.. Arab-
black, white, Hispanic or Asian,” says Ray Hanania, a Chicago-b te racial box. Their parents recoiled mm:ﬂﬁn wm:o.uﬁm_&m for
activist. “If Arabs are continually getting stopped and discrimin guage. The older Arab-America mw H&n nﬂa.mw»_mzm races
against, which happens, we car't access that data, because the a Middle East/North Africa AEM:ZMW M.m Mu fenaively
connted as white . . . Ifs the Achilles’ heel: How can we be discrie category White, and were opposed to check-off box, but
nated against when we're white?” d be perceived as separatist m:w mzmim:” separate race box, as
In the U.S., racial categories were initially used to support. ¢ they had to be “race activists” b @@BMO.:. The %om:m
cies of exclusion, but after World War 11, and following the’ vil rights movement, when mmm}mnmnm:mm o _umhd.:mw &
ment of the Voting Rights Act in 1965, racial and ethnic da _...w.m::m. This is :ommbmna_ mnnﬁ”“ .mnwmww mc_ur_&. and
monitor discrimination against racial minority gr ists involved in the civil i Vwa mo e maawinan Middle
and their access to equal opportunity. From the standpoint. cans did not make d Qmmm: ds mo~<ﬁ.=mnm ut Arab- and
federal law, minority status comes not from a specific race of; ir- community in the Gm.cm bec S_mom_a\ pans oreer
ity but from the historic use of race and ethnicity to confer pr i ystematic defamation or ﬁmmnlmm:mm.ﬁ m%?“mnm A
or disadvantage to a particular group. Minority statas has ofte f Middle Eastern immigrants nﬁusﬁmg. M oreaver, the
conferred on racial and ethnic groups—namely American was, in fact, civil rights legislatio . mrﬁm_, M_S civil sights
Asian-Americans, blacks, and Emmwmmwnmliéro have historical onal-origin quotas and Emamn 4 m t E”.m Oﬁ.an_ for the
victims of exclusion; but it is not contingent on ancestry . . canis became active in m?m Q%HH HHM MN“_MWMEN b
‘most scholars concur was a warershed moment MEH

been used to

cal characteristics; even whites may be granted minority stati

argued in reverse discriminarion cases. And this is a source hini ican i
nic Arab-American identi i
. . tity. The media covera
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public discourse, .and harsh rhetoric surrounding the Palestinia
Isracli conflict prompted a group of scholars and activists to set u
the Association of Arab American University Graduates (AAUG), an
early precursor to the Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee, the lary
est Arab advocacy group in the U.S. today. This post-"67 crisis lec
to the “ethnicization” of the Arab-American commugity, galvanizing
Arabic speakers—Syrians, Egyptians, Palestinians, Iraqis—and th
children into a quintessentially American kind of pan-ethnic politi
But it did not prompt calls for a separate box on the census. :
The discontent with white status began in the late 1980s,
Arab- and Iranian-American activists increasingly began to expr
their identity in racial terms. As the American presence in the Mid
East deepened—the Iranian revolution, the marine bombing of 198
and the first Gulf War—and media depiction and public percep
grew more negative, Arab-Americans began to reconsider their «
status as whites. The Arab-American campaign for minority statis
today particularly vocal because of the Arabic-speaking world's o
tion across Africa and the Middle East, which means thar black Af
can populations get coded white as well. After 9/11, a new wav,
activism would start; this time Lebanese-American activists woul
joined by the children of Nubian and Sudanese immigrants, wh
challenging the classification of North Africans as white.

) _noxnﬁ.mnm like Morocco, Algeria, and Sudan. The DV Lotrery’s
graphically determined quota policy has meant that since the mwﬁn
tens of thousands of Sudanese, Nubians, wﬂ_u,ﬁ.m_ and Arabic-
king Somalis have poured into the U.S., leading to a rapid growth
bic-speaking communities from northern Africa (according to
ab American Institute reports, the Moroccan community grew 96.5
€ anémam 1990 and 2000) and pushing the debare over Arab
classification in a new direction. If the Lebanese- and Syrian-
can activists are asking “Are Arabs white?” the young Nubian
.. z&mﬁmmn Aactivists are asking “Are we Arab or black—or both?”
ww.paammnmba of Nubian ancestry are of particular interest from
oitit of view of the census. Nubia, the region along the Nile
| alley, often described as a corridor between tropical Africa
Mediterranean, starts ar the city of Aswan in upper Egypt
._num First Cataract, and extends south to the confluence o‘m
hite and Blue Nile in the Sudanese capital of Khartoum, just
h Sixth Cararact. After centuries of Ottoman rule, Zcmumw was
by the British, and since independence in 1956, the region
divided by a border between Egypt and Sudan. The Nubian
nityin the U.S., largely concentrated around the Washington,
has grown rapidly since the mid-1980s, when immigrants
- Egypt and Sudan first began arriving, setting up hot-dog
driving taxis.
ocation, straddling the Egyptian-Sudanese fronticr, is a
uch of the census activism; Nubians from the Egyptian
bia are counted as white (if they write their country of
ma. Nubians from Sudan are “Some Other Race.” The Cen-
exact parameters of “North Africa” versus “sub-Saharan
B.d_mumm:o:& drawing on United Nations Development
s and country lists of the region, the census considers
cco, Libya, Tunisia, and Mauritania as North Africa (and
.”g.: places Sudan in both the North Africa and sub-
Sudan was long classified white as well, undl it was
fed “Some Other Race.” (“Pashtunistan” is another
that bestrides a state border and gets different census
E the U.S., sometimes members of the same family,

Blue Nile Washington

In the last twenty years, Arab migration to the U.S. has ch
dramatically due to the Diversity Visa (DV) Program (known
Green Card Lottery), which the State Department introdus
1995. This program provides an annual fifty thousand perni
resident visas to individuals from countries with low rates o .
gration to the U.S. Over the last century most Arab immigrant
from Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, and Palestine. To promote diverst
rectify this “historic imbalance,” the DV Program has grant
lioils share of “Arab region” visas to underrepresented North
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will be considered Asian if born in Pakistan, but white if they wri Department of Commerce does—when we ask for minority busi
ri LLSE-

in “Afghanistan.”) For the Nubian-American activists, the census ¢a loans for the Arab community, they'll ask us about i

. . » economic
The parents who migrated from upper E in- ; . S .
pare S Who & rom PP o gy v the .,moEmr community. So it’s confusing for everyone.”

Egyptian” or “Sudanese” or ‘Arab” in a societal level, the “black Arab,” like the “Caucasian Muslim,”

o : : i .- . - 7

aring that they will then be consis ds like a contradiction in terms, and unsettles not just legal cate
g , : : _ -
“born activists, dont want to- ut cultural preconceptions. But the question of how to classify

egories pose a challenge.
and Sudan will write in
“Other” box, not knowing or ¢
ered white. The younger American

173

counted as white, but are unsure what box to check. . bel peaple from the Nile Valley and the Saharan borderlands
“\¥hen [ told my dad to check off ‘Black’ on the census, he ga yill become more pressing in the coming years as American foreign
e a weird look,” laughs Aya Ibrahim, the daughter of Redwan, 0 i urns its attention to the Sahara and Sahel region. In Onﬁormmn

lence Society, a DC-bas : he United States African Command (AFRICOM) was estab-

of the founders of the Nubian Benevo
with a'base at Camp Lemonnier in Djiboud, to oversee U.S.

a college junior, is one of the your
Hled WakeUp Somalia, which sen ty.operations all over Africa (except Egypt), and engage the “arc
ity” starting in Somalia, going through south Sudan and

organization. Aya lbrahim,

activists—she runs a group ca
books to Somalia—who are contesting the classification of b
North Africans as white. “The truth is T have more identities. tting across the Sahelian countries of Chad, Niger, Mali

L , , Mali,

there are boxes,” says this articulate nineteen-year-old. “I'm Africa itania, and curving up toward the Maghreb. The flow of
American, Nubian, and Arab. When 1 filled out the form—I ¢ ts from Iraq and Somalia into the U.S. grew rapidly fol-
have written ‘Arab’ or ‘Egypti an,” but T checked off the ‘Black’ _u.. érican interventions in those countries in 1990 and _%wow.

The civil rights lawyers at ADC’s national headquarters in Wi ‘involvement in the Sahara—combined with the ﬂnaﬁh
ington, DC, travel regularly between Dearborn—where they. ery—will trigger greater migration from the Sahel-Saharan
cupport to recent refiigees from lrag—and Minneapolis, which bo ¢ U.S., making the question of Afro-Arab classification
the largest Somali population in the U.S., mostly refugees from urgent. Not surprisingly, a campaign is currendy under
homeland’s conflict, and Washington, DC, which today is ho Egyptian-born activist Mustafa Hefny, who m_mM a law-
wens of thousands of Arabic-speaking immigrants from upper E the U.S. government’s classification of Afro-Arabs as
Sudan, Somalia, and Eritrea. A running joke among Arab-Am ~—gpecifically, the OMB’s Directive No. 15 geographic

s that if Dearboin is the Arab capital of America, then _which define whites as “having origins in the original
America”—the irony. .urope, the Middle East, and North Africa” and blacks “as

I ¢ with the Black racial groups.”

ACTIVISTS 1
ington, DC, is the “black capital of Arab-
that while the Arabs in Dearborn are legally white, they are
wreated as such by law enforcement or perceived as such ont the
while many of the Arabic-speaking Africans in the nation’s capit
legally classified as Arab and white but generally seen as black.
“The government is not consistent when dealing with:
Arabs. The Somalis who speak Arabic may identify as African
Somali, but they have problems with detention and law enforcg

thar other Arab and Muslim communities have—which is w
reach out to us,” says Abed Ayoub, the legal director of ADC ig gown and answering a question about birth co
ington. “And the Census Bureau may not count Somalis as £ surance, Rima Fakih was Qoibmn_. Miss USA Aamm-

: . . e

n to Remember

y night in the middle of May 2010, ululations echoed
d hookah lounges in Dearborn and Detroit. After trip-
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gger. As different Arab organizations and student groups mobilized
. .mmb& the beauty queen against her attackers, Rima responded to
ustim critics: “My family has an abundance of faith, but I'm
iberal —T'm destroying stereotypes of Islam in America.” (About
photos, she said they were from an “aerobics morning event with
u.m.mm.s and were “taken out of contexr,”)
Hw_n:.»w victory came ar a low point for the minority-status activ-
even months after their Dearborn conference, the counting had
d,-but the Census Bureau announced that Arabs and Iranians
terica would be counted as ractally white despite their write-in
.._m:;.se%ma is, even if they checked the “Other” box and wrote
" or “Iranian” on the questionnaire. Activists leading the cam-
ré finding that many within the Muslim community were not
the idea of minority status, saying thar the political exposure
new classification would bring far outweighed the benefits—
there were advantages to racial ambiguity. To gain minor-
Arab-Americans would have to demonstrarte that they were
of “past racial wrongs,” a process that would entail unearthing
cizing past injustices, from Jim Crow practices in Arabia to
m ..8 negative media depictions, all of which would alienate
nion.
m..o.:mnm_ tussles over how to self-identify and what category
also playing out in other Muslim communities. The poli-
{rom the Patriot Act as well as the war rhetoric from poli-
OUT .:.Mmmmgo%mmnmmn:s and “Tslamic werrorism”—all of which
m.roiu to trigger hate crimes-—have galvanized young
obby against being categorized as white. (Maz Jobrani,
erican comedian, tries to make light of the charade of
vhite and experiencing racial harassment: “I took all the
:.m.._.zv[nmﬁm_ jockey, towelhead, all this other stuff—
to'say was, ‘Dude, 'm white?!’”)
St pushing for minority status are American-born
tights lawyers and doctoral students steeped in critical
(they speak of “racial constructs” and “sympathy gaps”),
Ao identify with the reticence and fear of the foreign-
who ltve in ethnic enclaves, are either undocumented

dazzled judges when she took the stage in a skimpy red and oran:
bikini,” gushed New Yorks Daily News) Her supportets at La Pit
restaurant in Dearborn——a banquet hall decorated in red, blue, a
white—-cheered; a woman cried. Teenage girls sported T-shirts wi
Rima’s face, and a quote from her on the back: “It’s beauty that ca
tures your attention, personality which captures your heart.” Activi
hailed the local girl turned beauty queen. The mayor of Dearbo
offered her a key to the city. And congratulatory messages poured
from the Middle East. The president of Lebanon, Rima’s mw:r@_w
issued a statement: “Congratulations to Rima Fakih for showing
beautiful image of Lebanon to the world.” Talking heads noted h
this could help integrate Muslims in America.
But before the night was over, the attacks on the beauty gi
had started. Tea Party activists and right-wing commentators dubbi
her “Miss Hizbullah” and “the new face of Islamic terrorism,” rert
ing everyone that she was born to a Shia family in southern Leb
Othess resented this “politically correct Miss USA,” saying sh
because of a liberal bias, part of a larger diplomatic effort to sho
U.S. is accepting of its Muslim population. Things got wors
Monday morning, pictures surfaced of Rima dancing in a st
contest in Detroit, a competition she had won handily, taking h
jewelry, gift certificates, adult toys, and “a stripper pole for
use.” Soon after, it emerged that she had played the role of a p:

woman in a risqué short called Throbbing Justice ("A film abo
penal system!”). Following Donald Trump's orders, pageant o
asked to sce the photos and the film, but decided not to st
beauty queen of her crown. The snapshots of this Muslim girl’
‘red shorts and pumps, straddling a pole, dollat bills stuffed i
bra, went viral and drew criticism from within the Miuslim ¢
nity. Islamist journalists denounced her “un-Islamic behaviot:
san Fadlalah, Hizbullah's representative in the Lebanese p
issued a very subdued statement regarding Rima’s victory: “
ria through which we evaluate women are different from these
West.”) Meanwhile, comedians and bloggers were having u.
fun. “Putting the ASS in ‘assimilation’!” stated comedian Bil
displaying a photo of Rima in a bikini. “What the Fakih?™.
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or noncitizen residents, and are reluctant to get counted or involve  Zogby, president of the Arab American Institute, observe 4 “As
in any public campaign. The Census Bureau has struggled, since th 5 gets our, any effort 1o encourage people 1o full compliance with
early 1990s, to build trust with Muslim-American communities. census is down the tubes,” adding, “How can you ger people to
2009, at town hall meetings, in media announcements, and in doo omply when they believe that by complying they put at risk their per-
to-door visits, census representatives assured Muslim audiences th: and family security?” In spring 2010, as census volunteers and
data gathered by the census will not be shared with the FBI, the CIA ts fanned out across Arab neighborhoods, encouraging people
Homeland Security, or any other state agency. m:..ocﬁ the census forms, stating that getting counted would bring
But Muslim Americans were skeptical. They knew such assu ¢ state money, services, and civil liberties protections, people on
ances did not stop the Census Bureau from sharing its demnographi et responded thar being counted would only bring more scru
data with the Bush administration. In 2002, the Department nd igformants. (In mid-2011, these fears proved true when the
Homeland Security submitted a request to the Census Bureau ask ciated Press revealed that the NYPD had been surveilling Muslim
for tabulated Arab ancestry dara organized by zip code. (At the ities and student groups for several years and, by Atrorney
such a request was not illegal, as the Census Act then only proh al Michael Mukasey’s own admission, used census data to map
ited the disdlosure of individually identifiable information.) In‘] ‘ethnic neighborhoods.)
2004, the data sharing between Homeland Secwrity and the ervers of the minority-status campaign were warning of a
sus Bureau was uncovered by a Freedom of Information Act re vacklash in early spring, months befote the “Ground Zero”
submitted by the Electronic Privacy Information Center (EPI! ontroversy became a nationwide issue in August 2010, In
cesearch center focused on civil liberties. The disclosure stunned: pe bomb exploded at a mosque in northern Florida. Dan
watchdog groups: The Census Burean had shared statistical dat a Republican candidate in Florida, released a political ad
Homeland Security not long after it had issued a formal apolog the profiling of Middle Eastern men. Interestingly, the
2000) for allowing its “block-by-block” statistical data to be z.Mn. ie movement took off just as the census campaign began,
round up Japanese-Americans for internment during World W, i to the construction of mosques began spreading across
According to the EPIC report, the tabulations that the Censns | : o Tennessee, Kentucky, Kansas, Texas, and Florida. After
had shared showed cities—as well as zip codes—where a thou i ama spoke in support of the construction of an Islamic
or more, or ten thousand or more, respondents who had indi wer Manhattan, the anti-mosque campaign turned into
their Arab ancestry in the census’s long form resided. The- ching northern states. Soon “Leaving Islam” ads began
nial Census Advisory Committee publicly denounced this s buses and taxis in major American cities (“Fatwa on
of demographic data, calling it “the modern-day equivalent our tamily threatening you? Leaving Islam? Got Ques-
pinpointing of Japanese-Ametican communities when in ; ers”). The anti-mosque protests had familiar themes:
camps were opened during World War IL.” The Census Bur, cal Tea Party chaprer would appear at Friday congre-
sequently altered its policy on sharing staristical informatios 5 .Ew picket signs that read “No Sharia in America,”
“sensitive populations” with Jaw-enforcement or intelligence ong and blaring “Born in the USA” by Bruce Spring-
A spokeswoman for Homeland Security in rurn explained: I nr rhetoric turned violent. Pipe bombs were rossed
agency had requested the data to identify the airports at whic enriessee and upstate New York; worshippers had pork
signs and pamphlets in Arabic. . vornen had their head scarves yanked off,
But the damage was done. When the story broke in ting of rancor and violence against Muslims in the
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summer of 2010 was worse than what followed 9/11, when Pi
dent Bush had stated thar “Tslam is a religion of peace,” publ
embraced Muslim leaders, and cautioned against scapegoating i
Muslim neighbors.” The Republican Party’s sudden and o
harsh stance on Islam was essentially an electoral strategy. As
candidates across the country geared up for midterm elections,
sought to inject the mosque issue into local races against Democr
and largely abandoned Bushs “post—Sept. 11 rhetorical embrace
American Muslims, and his insistence—always controversial i
the party—that Islam is a religion of peace.” The GOP’s new
icy toward American Islam was also a delayed reaction to the:
tion of Obama, who upon gaining office had shifted the theto
framework of American diplomacy, speaking of “countering vi
extremism’ instead of the “War on Terror,” “Muslim-majority st
instead of “the Islamic world,” and making overtures that infu
the Republican base. :
Whatever the reasons behind it, the Republican and Te
movement’s campaign against mosques polarized the minotity-
movement. The younger activists saw the mosque and Quran-bu
controversy as an opportunity to publicly make the case for m
ity status; the campaign was, after all, part of the GOP’s “soit
strategy,” which exploited racial anxieties, targeting blacks, His
immigrants, and now Muslims to turn out vores, Also, they ar
the Tea Party movement—rthe most dynamic segment of the R
can base—represented a resusgent white nationalism that was
ing Muslims, so this was the perfect time to sound off loud an 4
on why Iranian- and Arab-Americans don’t want to be consi
white. Bur more seasoned activists and leaders warned that th
the worst moment for political protest: racial agitation woul
lead 1o a sharp increase in rhetoric and hate crimes against M
The months-long anti-mosque campaign had also made M
even more fearful and suspicious of the census.
Ironically, the anti-mosque movement also had a stron
census component, Aside from undocumented workers and
aliens, the ather segment of American society that was intens
trustful of the census was the Tea Party. And while pressing fo

lation and zoning laws to ban the construction of mosques,
tivists were also—under the slogan “Stand Up, Don't Be
lobbying to withdraw funding for the American Com-
vey form, which they saw as intrusive and would only give
¢ fact that whites were becoming a minority.

mimer afternoon in July 2010, Helen Samhan was sitting
¢'in Washington, DC, overlooking K Street. The census
. vay. Surrounded by boxes and stacks of paper, she counts
daches. “No more ancestry question, we'll be counted as
we write in ‘Arab,” mosques being firebombed . . .” She
“T'm retiring in a few weeks.” Helen has been push-
egal-minority status—a check-off box for Middle East-

ans—and for berter census measurements for over two
‘become a bit of a folk hero among young Arab- and
erican activists, Because of her efforts, the Census Bureau
signated a seat on the 2000 census advisory committee
ericans, the only nonminority group to get minority

» i

leally, minority status should really be just for African-
d Native Americans, who have known historic dis-
What I resist is the fact thar virtually all immigrant
outside Europe except us are considered minorities—
ns; Latin Americans are considered nonwhite, and can
set-asides intended for African-Americans. The South
akistanis—whose experience is so close to that of Arabs
and geographically-—have minority status. A Pakistani-
compete for a small-business loan, because he’s from
raqi-American can’t? Who decided Irag is not western
ty-status campaigners in the U.S. often note how the
sus considers Arabs, Afghans, and Iranians as peoples of
d classifies them as a “visible minority.”)

on. “The complexion of Arab immigration into the
anged literally and figuratively-today we have more
ulations, we have more Arabs who are Muslim, more
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Arabs who are black. You have Nubians and Sudanese Arabs who
are being counted as white—that shows the stupidity, rigidity
our system of racial classification. If they were born here, theyd
African-Americans.” She pulls our a spreadsheet showing disaggr
gated figures from the (now extant) ancestry form. “We have a bi saw as a Eurocentri . :
tent definition of Arab here at AAl—we count people from all the dfor statistics. ?%MM MMNWM.W_MMMM MWM“@” mmmM underscores the
Arab Teague states—Somnalis, Sudanesc, people from Mauritaniy, . re undertepresented?” says Ghassan, a mv HWMS bM e even know
Djibouti, Eritrea, and even the Comoros Islands. We count peop LA, adding, “But the point right .hoéww . - .Mznm: student
from African states who write ‘Arab’ on their ancestry form, peop hite’ box.”) The effort is modeled o th Aw,kwwwﬁ the w.:wm our wm
who identify as ‘Arab’ whose countries of origin fall outside the Ce ‘Count Me In” campaign, which in No © m“mb Pacific Coali-
sus Bureaw'’s map of North Africa. And T'm fully aware that about on sbbied for the inclusion of twenty-thr <mm._.w.%~ 207 e
fifth of the people here from the Arab world don't identify as Ar application, including Hmon Wmﬁmﬂmw ZS categories on
Many Arab Christians don't want to be put in the Arab-Ameri samoan. The campus campaign mmmon min - mzﬁ Hawaiian,
category—Chaldeans, Maronites, Assyrians.” She prints out an i1 se-to police surveillance of Muslim mm:@“:ﬁw e ol 2
letter she received from Maronite leaders in Detroit after she refes ity administration is still deliberatine. clai e mmmM“u_mH_o:m. The
to Maronites as Arab-Americans on AADs website. “My aunts thou or Middle Easterners could Eommnmu as Mw:m ﬁ_m: b
fike this—they spoke Arabic but didn’t want to be identified with ts in enrollment statistics (if those SrM meﬂr rop in white
Arab communiry.” ) cked “White” were to start checking another Mm past moule
Helen’s family history in some ways encapsulates the chan: ght-wing protest. tegory) and
that have occurred in the Arab-American community in the lastice t this student i .
tury. Her grandfather, Salloum Mokarzel, was a prominent Maro o tly after Hronmm”wﬂwmmv“ﬂ“w“nnwﬂw >5www oﬂmﬁ_.osmm. head-
leader in the Litde Syria enclave that emerged in Lower Manharta smen for profiling of ZEEEMU and HM“_ . 3, amid calls
the 1900s, and founder of the Syrian World, the Arab-American‘¢co movement for a SWANA box got o,w rictions on student
munity’s first English-language journal. Mokarzel's editorials in the direct means to mcnnnmm?zu\mor mwmm Mm mﬂu:_r They may
New York press were critical in persuading the census to see S essions perpetrated against them, but _”Ma wum omm and cul-
as Caucasians and not as Turkic or Asiaric. “My grandfather’s g for them to deal with their B%H - e oM Mn 1ema pro-
tion petitioned ro be considered white because it was a survival idarities,” writes Maryam Gri mmmb MEQ and build urgent
but the political situation today is completely different.” Helen; ¢'at UC Santa Barbara, advisin ,ﬁrm attorney and doc-
pared ro pass the torch to a new generation. “Prn retiring.” She I, the minority-status m&énﬁnmm rm<w nmammmmmﬁ. At Hr.a
“f wish these kids all the best in finding allies in these camp lobbying the government to buil n_.a now shif ed their
We're not the only group facing these contradictions.” ies of color. wiiding ties with other
Having achieved little success with the Census Burean .
community elders, the Arab and Iranian race activists hav
rurned their attention to gaining minority status at the local a
levels. In early 2009, several smdent groups at UCLA—lran
Arabs, Afghans, and Armenians—launched a campaign 1

uthwest Asian and North Aftican” (SWANA) box, with variou
groups, to the University of California admissions mmvmnmmon S
cw to be identified as “White/Caucasian.” They deliberatel nw.Omo
category “Southwest Asian” instead of “Middle mﬁﬁmg.xﬁirmnmm

>
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two-inch glass as a virtual prison in which they're held for long
urs every day. The film has no villains, depicting the humanity of
cks and Latinos who live in these urban wastelands, showing how
aily interactions between store owners and customers take place
hin the racialized and restrictive confines of the ghetto, and cap-
g young Arab-Americans’ racial in-betweenness. The Lebanese
Iragi kids hate working at the gas station and having to mediate
en their parents and African-American and Latino clients. “I see

¢’ as a metaphor,” says Nashef, “The liquor store where these
nd themselves working under their parents’

Jinn’n’ Juice

Arab and Pakistani Muslims have a mmmswmnm.ﬁumwomn:nnmm owners
gas statrions and convenience stores in fdm:nﬂ inner n_ﬂww. part _
larly in the midwestern cities of .Ua_;.o_ﬁ Chicago, m:m. _wwHMMW
lis. Syrian immigrants began setting up grocery ,ﬁow@m _m h e »
the early twentieth century; with H?w white flight W tat follow y
city's riots in 1967, Syrian and Iraqi store ownership En_.m.mmmm
one point in the mid-1990s, 80 o Wﬂ percent of EM mmm Wﬁﬂwomnm.
grocery stotes in metropolitan Detroit iﬁn.oﬁ:& y Cha wﬁa.
community of Iragi Catholics (who as Orm_m?.\»,:m were Wnnmm
sell alcohol back in Iraq, and brought that specialization to t o§
but as more Muslims migrated from Iraq E.Rw Lebanon ?M}
City, the stores passed to the hands of g:.mrg nﬂﬂn%ﬁmmnsm_m. !
of sociological literature has emerged, rying (o unc erstand ©
nomenon of the “middle-man minority, Srnwn_m an_immi
minority, using its transnational ties, creates a niche Mw a w»ﬁm
business {(grocery stores, gas stations, fast .mocncv E”_m ends up stz
in between the majority population, which aoa:ﬁwnm the mna.
and their customers, who are nonwhite but n.vm a &_.mqu@:ﬁ et
than their own, Yet having Muslims selling m:.w:on in the A
inner city brings a new dimension to this @c&.mzo:. .
Rola Nashef’s award-winning film Detroit waam.m&w a ._o
about two youngsters who are forced to spend hours in ﬂra_w
gas station—"the cage,” as they call it—subtly captures Hrm.ﬂn
tions between Middle Fastern gas station owners E.& ﬁrn.ﬂ .
American customers. Lodged in impoverished, high-crim
mwm»wv.mrm gas station owner will view every patron as a ;
threat, selling goods and receiving money through an nmmmww
sunken portion of the counter, protected by a sheath of bu
glass. Neighborhood residents see the r.cmmm:uaoom glass as a
the separation and distance that Muslim enirepreneurs qﬁm
between themselves and their customers, while the store o

orders is a meta-
t.the generational divide, the multiple restrictions facing Arab

nd the Arab community’s place between black and white.”
troubled relations between mmumigrant entrepreneurs and rhe
ack-and Latino majority communities around them have ar
vted into violence, as in the Los Angeles riots of 1992. This
pened in Detroit, bue this situation where the immigrant
ore owner feels threatened by his customers, and the cus-
ce the merchant as a “bloodsucker” extracting wealth from
munity, has resulted in tension and random acts of violence.
not surprising that the store owners’ relations with the sur-
ymmunity ate tense,” says Khaled Beydoun, a Dearborn
‘ordson High graduate, who is now a professor at UCLA.
¢fugees from rural parts of Iraq resetded in complerely
parts of Dearborn and Detroit. The store owners often
inglish, have no sense of racial nuance. Add to that Derroit
egregated city, and you have the current situation. Dealing
station owner or liquor store owner is critical for Mauslim
ing a place in people-of-color coalitions.”
rity-status activists—some of whom are children of
baniese grocers—see the store owner’s economic “middle
1 obstacle to Arab- and Iranian-Americans’ attain-
us or support from communities of color. The racial
ricans and Middle Easterners is the result not only
uteau’s legal classification, but also of society’s percep-
d: minority starus will require gaining the support
ris and Latinos, who will sign peritions submitred

”
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nducting surveys of Muslim store owners and their customers, and
1 help the grocers get state money earmarked for fresh moohu_ In
ﬁ.gﬁrwmwa, Mona Sahouri, a community organizer, has mﬁmn.rmn_
E.mm: wwaﬁim and drafted a “memorandum of understanding” on
imumigrant grocers should rrear their customers. At the forefront
ese campaigns to “quench food deserts” and bring fresh produce
ow-income urban areas are coalitions of young Arab-, Iranian-

istani-, and African-American Muslims. Arc and music play nmmu
roles in these initiatives. Whether it's IMAN holding a concert
ire Apollo Theater in Harlem, or Beats, Rhymes & Relief—a
ntly formed NGO in Washington, DC—organizing live concerts
..:&.m%n?mmm& neighborhoods while delivering free lunches and
ags, music is used to build community and raise awareness of
ng history of interaction between African-American and immi-
Vuslims. .
ese “green-deen” coalitions also reveal profound generational
nces. The activisis believe that reducing the social distance
et .Z:.m&n Eastern store owners and their neighbors is criti-
.rm integration of Muslims into communities of color; the
Jify-status activists will argue that blurring racial borders on
roand can help shake up racial classification on the federal cen-
parents, who fled conservative societies with stifling social
nd authoritarian regimes, often dreamed of owning a small
selling halal or non-halal products—and cannot under-
am,”oz_ led by their own children, to enforce Islamic norms
erican neighborhood. When asked why he sells alcohol

am told Chicago Public Radio, “It’s not illegal. It’s mmm_.cmw
;-thar’s in the Judgment Day.” This is 2 common response:

...o._»am is not against the law in America,” or “This is :ow
tate.” Moreover, store owners wonder why they do not
at halal campaigns in Latino neighborhoods. For African-

Muslim leaders, on the other hand, the enforcement of
rims; including proscriptions against the consumption and

hol, is critical to bringing order and security to blighted

and to rehabilitating young men. As Imam Zayed Shaker

a Institute, who is spearheading a campaign in Oakland,

to the Census Bureau and the OMB. But the Muslim grocer’s high!
visible presence—along with that of other immigrant merchants—
engaged in aggressive profiteering, reinforces the image of Mu
lim immigrants as strategically aloof from and exploitative of oth
minorities. Like Nashef, the minority-status campaigners underlin
the connection between the Middle Eastern grocer’s middle-man ro
and the Middle Eastern community’s broader racial in-betweennes
the link berween the “cage” and the restrictive “White” box on t
census is more than metaphorical.
"The presence of Muslim entrepreneurs selling liquor in inne
city areas where there are sirong African-American Muslim organ
sations also generates intra-Muslim conflict. As May Alhassen,
docroral student at USC and one of the activists working on this iss
in-the Bay Area, says, the presence of Muslim entrepreneurs selli
pork, alcohol, and junk food poses a direct challenge to the autho
ity of African-American Muslim organizations, who have historical
been “the guardians of the African-American community’s values an
social upliftment” and find themselves in an uncomfortable situa
because of their shared religious affiliadon with the Muslim liqu
store owners. Since the 1930s, African-American Muslim groups
stressed healthy living and a halal diet; and according to local fo
activists in the Bay Area and Detroit, the liquor store owner’s presel
has contributed to a health crisis and strained race relations.
Mustim “food justice” activists have now launched a campaig
provide Muslim store owners with financial incentives to get out
the liquor business or shift to green products. In Chicago, the Inn
City Muslim Action Network (IMAN), a social services group h
quartered in the warking-class enclave of Chicago Lawn, has laun
a foad-justice program called Muslim Run that aims to bring he
food to black and Latino communities on the South Side. T
Muslim Run green campaigns are explicitly modeled on de
old Nation of Islam and Black Power initiatives aimed at build
ap neighborhoods with small businesses, many of which sup
healthy halal food. Relying on University of Chicagp studies of
deserts”—districts on the South Side that have little access to;
produce-—community organizers from IMAN will walk the st
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California, says, “Why can’t we connect the high rates of {liquor _mmn.m >Em&nmbu§~.a=5 organizations. zomnc.ﬁﬁ argued Jackson,
stores in the community with the high dropout rates, drug addiction: migrant wmmﬁ.ﬂ did not Ezm.ﬁmﬁmm the particular circumstances
rates, and high incarceration rates?” >mznmb‘>amnnmmm, the historic reasons for their “collective conver-
Among the young activists there is %mmmmman:oﬁ on the best wa n u. and the heterodox forms of Em_.E armﬁ. had mﬁ@mﬁ.& in E@m:
to approach the liquor store owners: the more cautious warn tha erica. Jackson concluded by Qw?.uqnmm awwnm:.&h.ﬂnnnmb z:m__w:m
campaigns o embarrass Arab and Pakistani store owners to go gree develop m.ﬁmﬁo&. c<nn. the classical Sunni tradition and to build
or halal rarely work. (Sometimes these young agitators organize pro own Hw__m_omm authority. . .
tests where they stand ourside Muslim-owned liquor stores holdin; ..ﬂmn.wm.og book resonated wirth the mo-n&mnﬁ_. second m«aﬁ»ﬁo:.
placards that read, “Prophet not Profit,” and chanting, “1-2-3-4 se in the years after 9/11, they were asking n__.rwmmo:m.mvocﬁ
we dor’t want your liquor stores!”) Moreover, any effort to enfore and _wnmonm_zm. but m_mo vnn»:.mm a significant wo.rznmm &:m. had
Islamic norms in a public space in an American city can inflame pub place among American w\mzmmﬁm. Hro. South Asian and Middle
lic opinion nationwide. This occurred in lare 2006 when, citing fr it .wﬂomammhonm_.m who arrived in >En.:nm after 1965 were m.,mnm:
dom of religion, Somali cabdrivers at St. Paul International Airpol mic conservatives and, once H.Hmﬁmam_ﬁmm_ Q:Q”mﬁm as a reliable
in Minneapolis began refusing to drive alcohol-carrying passengers ( .:vm Republican vam.aﬁ American .gﬁrzﬁ.om immigrant vwn_m.
more effective strategy, say the activists, is to stress how “food deserts S#n.n_ o<ﬁ.€rmw55m_%. Wm_ucmurnuc._ E:.; 2004, .u:m thar’s
contribute to poor health and to offer financial incentives for a chan, a political convergence with African-American Muslims—who
in behavior. The Muslim race activists of immigrant background ve yoted for Democrats for decades—began. The GOP’s pro-
from the Iranian-American minority status activists to the Pakist ess: policies, emphasis on family values, and Bush senior’s (rela-
American eco-halal workers—seem to have arrived at the conclusio ”..E,.&.mnn stance on Israel’s settlement policy in 1992 made the
that in the face of punitive state policies and organized hostility, ¢ £ Bush's candidacy in 2000 attractive to many older Arab- and
political incorporation of Muslim Americans is more likely to oc i-Americans; but the Patriot Act and the invasion of Iraq,
through the margins of American society. . other policies introduced by Bush, would in 2004 push Amer-
ustims en masse toward the Democratic Party. In 2008, 90
it of the country’s Muslims voted for Obama (even though his
i kept Muslims ar arm’s length), and by the time the anti-
Mighty in the Margins : mbn_ anti-sharia campaign of 2010 erupred, the exodus of
Americans from the Republican Party was neatly complete,
In 2005, Sherman Jackson, a legal scholar at USC and an emi; w&&moa to the electoral shift, a racial shift was occurring,
figure in American Istam, published Islam and the Blackamer ger activists questioning whether the Democratic Party
an examination of religious authority in America, and the rela iver, claiming that the incorporation of Muslims is more
between “indigenous” African-American Muslims and “immigr cur through the back channel of the civil rights movement;
Muslims. The author argued that before 1963, Islam in Americ that race u.m not just a legal category, p.u_w_” a wuorﬁn& tool
dominated by an “indigenous black presence,” but after the repe: ment, a site muw %Em.m_m. mun_ that activism in the ghetto
the National Origins Act, the influx of Muslims from Asia an g some rzﬂ mm political belonging and protection. In one of
Middle Fast led to the marginalization of African-American Mus re intriguing passages, he states that African-American—
as they lacked the language commands or training in classical ms “Blackamerican”™—Muslims wete not rounded up
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(134

en masse like “immigrant” Muslims after 9/11 because “American tween Muslim-American “statists” and “internationalists”™ —echoes
blackness confers upon Blackamerican Muslims a layer of insulation id-builds on the debate within the civil rights movement during
beyond that of the First Amendment.” He writes, “This insulation e early years of the Cold War between African-American leaders
is conferred, however, as long as Blackamericans themselves are seen ho wanted to link the country’s racial quagmire to the process of
as embracing—and certainly not opposing-—the American Constitux colonization and those who defined the African-American situation
tional order. If, on the basis of Jslam or any other source, they ceas¢ ~domestic issue. There were figures like Paul Robeson, W, E. B,
to identify with that order, so, too, will American blackness cease to Bois, and Malcolm X, who thought the civil rights struggle had,
be a source of added insulation for Blackamerican Muslims.” It's no Martin Luther King would state in his Riverside speech in April
clear where the African-American Muslims’ “added insulation” com 75.10 go “beyond national allegiance.” In that vein, Malcolm X
from, their “indigeneity” or loyalty to the constitutional order; bu ealed to the UN and the newly created Organization of African
the young Muslims’ post-9/11 atrraction to African-American Islam E\ 1o protect black rights. And on the other side were leaders like
and black politics more broadly is precisely for the “added insulatio lomat Ralph Bunche, Bayard Rustin, and Adam Clayton Powell
it can provide; and the belief that with state protection failing an thought the radical internationalism of the Nation of Islam, the
white nationalist movements rising, joining civil rights coalirions ang Black Panthers, and Malcolm X simply set back the civil rights strug-
gaining acceptance in black movements could bring greater freedor: ble. Rustin, unhappy with the way Paul Robeson criticized the U.S.
Yet the questions facing young Muslim-American activists in Europe, observed, “There’s sort of an unwritten rule that if
like their counterparts everywhere —are how to balance loyalty ant to criticize the United States you do it at home . . . we have
the “American constitutional order” with a critique of empire, a ve that we'te patriotic,”
what's the tradeoff between patriotism with global Muslim soli his - debate is now taking place among Muslim race activists
ity. Young Muslims are drawn to African-American Islam becaus the more state-oriented argning that given surveillance mﬁmnmnamv
its linking of the local with the global, and Noble Drew Alis : ws like “material support” that punish speech critical of U.S.
Malcolm X’s solidarity with the downtrodden worldwide, a univers policy, the best political strategy is one of activism on issues
ism that appeals to American youth with kin in Kashmir, Som: inequality. By embracing race, the “immigrant” Muslim can
and Gaza. And here was Jackson arguing that righis came by ic “indigenous.” These Muslim-American statists wilf nore thar
tifying strictly with the nation-state, and telling young Muslim Bayard Rustin and Adam Clayron Powell’s strategic patriotism
“embrace America” and not judge the country by its foreign nt no&_ﬂo:»rE&Bm that extracted important policy con-
cies. How, then, to—or should one—talk about race and for Radical stances on toreign policy issues only drive away allies
policy? The green activists and minority-status campaigners wall oubt on a community’s patriotism. They argue that it was
the streets of Oakland, Washingron, Chicago, Brooklyn, and Del ateful local politicking and alliance building with Sikh and
realize that they are wading into local relationships (between - nizations that the Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee,
enous” and “immigrant” Muslims) that have a complex transna 13;-was able to get the Department of Justice to recognize
history behind them, and they are split on this question. On the ace—instead of white—on the FBI’s 1-699 Hate Crimes
hand, there are the race activists who want to revive the solidarit ng the spike in harte crimes after the Boston bombing, the
anti-imperial history of the 1960s; and on the other are tho of Justice would agree to list Arabs as a race over the
believe that a more local, state-based patriotism is the most eff ) pposition of the OMB, which wanted the FBI to use cen-

way to protect the rights of American Mauslims. This wran €5
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Their critics retort that not all speech or activism must be policy Hassan, who worked closely with Malcolm X; and concludes with
or state-oriented; truth telling has a higher purpose, and Muslim: section titled “Beginning Communities” that highlights the most
should have the same freedom of expression that other American cent Arab arrivals, Sudanese and Somalis, who have been coming in
have. The question of whether to talk about foreign policy also raises eater numbers since the mid-1990s,
complex theological issues for Muslim activists. The activists with Even ourside the U.S., campaigns have emerged around the issue
religious bent, in particular, argue that itisa Muslim’s duty to speak ou of data security, questioning the ethnic categories and maps that
against injustice—especially when Muslims are under attack. More nderpin national census forms. In Canada in 2006, acrivists called
over, argue the radical internationalists, another way, beyond urban m_uowooz of the national census, when the government decided to
renewal, ro integrate Muslims into people-of-color coalitions an source data processing to Lockheed Martin. Protesters in Canada
to bridge the distance between “immigrant” and African-Ameri d to a lesser extent the UK (where the Office for National Statistics
communiries is by reminding people of the connections between th so hired Lockheed Martin) feared the American armament com-
civil rights movement and anticolonial struggles. But these efforts 11y would—bound by the Patriot Act—share data with Homeland
mobilize the history of the 1960s are also fraught. Many Americ E;Q The revelations in June 2013 thart the U.S., Britain, Canada,
dor’t want to be reminded of black nationalist or Third World ra tralia, and New Zealand had formed a surveillance program called
calism; anti-imperial talk could alienate important domestic alli Five Byes Alliance, whereby different spy agencies exchanged vast
Some organizations—like South Asian Americans Leading Homﬁw iits of meta-data, only fueled more suspicion.

(SAALT) and the Sikh Coalition—will splic the difference, talkin uropean state ofhcials are debating how to respond to census
about race, but not touching foreign policy. sm and how to count and categorize their growing Muslim
imunities. The National Association of British Arabs in recent
aunched a campaign contesting being placed in the category

»

> citing the familiar reasons thart their

ta

3

The older Muslim-American leadership can understand the polit exclusion from official
shift away from the Republican Party, but not the race-based iden > makes it difficult to track incidents of profiling and harass-
politics or the efforts to “stir up” the sixtes. In the Arab-Amer] and to include undercounted communities such as Somalis and
community the revolts of 2011, the tamult in Egypt, Iraq, and S nese. They called for a separate box—and unlike their Ameri-
and the subsequent out-migration of tens of thousands of Arab C unterparts, secured a “tick-box” just in time for the 2011 cen-
tians from the Middle East have made the older generation even in British Arabs were protesting “compulsory whiteness,” South
suspicious of this largely Muslim-led campaign for minoriry statu a..smmm and scholars have long argued that the British census
more established assimilated Arab Christian families (who cons ace-centered; that the black-white binary was imported from
the backbone of organizations like the Arab American Institut w.in the mid-1960s, along with various racial equality laws,
racial agitation will only alienate sympathizers that Arab Chri ¢an-educated Britons, and produced a classification sys-
may have in the U.S. But other institutions, like the Arab Am “cannot conceive of discrimination that is not color-based.
Museum, are quietly responding to the demographic shifts ar 90s, Pakistani and Bangladeshi acrivists argued that they
younger generation’s demands. The Dearborn-based museum’ splaced” into race categories when they were facing discrim-
exhibit on the Arab-American story begins with West African i religious grounds. In July 2000, the British Parliament
slaves like Omar ibn Said of North Carolina, who wrote a narr : Census Amendment Act, permitting a “religion question”

Arabic script; spotlights the political work of civil rights activ 01 census; people could indicate their religious identity on
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the questionnaire, and official statistics were finally available on Brit-

ain’s faith communities.
In France, where ethnic and religious statistics are forbidden by

faw, the debate over minority status is particularly acrimonious. If the

American census asks about race and ethnicity, but not religion, the

French census is prohibited from asking about all three; and the Afris o 9

can, Arab, and Roma activists who are demanding that the republis

relax this law, introduce “postcolonial categories” on the census, an

begin collecting racial and ethnic statistics—to better monitor dis

crimination and profiling, and allow minorities to build support f . American Banlieue

affirmative action—are told that such counting runs against Franc :

ideology of color-blindness and will lead to communautarisme, a diy

sive American-style identity politics. And the efforts of the Americ

embassy in Paris to promote suatistiques ethniques, bringing Fren May 2010, Bill O'Reilly inviced Brirish journalist Im Liovd
Muslim activists to Washington for workshops with Census Bu Jebber onto his show, The OReilly @M&x o dis n:omn_m A
experts, have only inflamed French opinion. President Frangois H anning the face veil. When Lioyd gmwvnm o s Franoe’s
lande, in May 2013, moved to ban the term “race” altogether from . ition as a reason for the law, O'Reilly dis Hnm&a i mnM_MT
French constitution and the country's laws, saying it has no scien son was fear of “Muslim ghetros.” “The mnMMnr mmammﬁsm e
basis. Minority-status campaigns across Europe are drawing opp ut-these ghettos, these Muslim ghettos mmmnzwmﬁ_ﬁw&\. éﬂ.-
tion from societies at large. When Danish Muslims, at the height where the Muslims come 1o mnm:nnj.mﬂm they AWM MHM_ WM

the cartoon controversy, said that as a minority, they should be/ s well—and they don’t int egrate into sociery.” He went on:
tected by law from hate speech, their critics stated that Muslimis me thing’s going on in London. You have mwm.mvv h N d o.:.

o « . e o» . orhoads in
not a minority but part of a “global majority. they're totally Muslim, they speak Arabic. You walk in those

>

The challenge over how to count and label Mouslim com tioods, you're not in England—yow're in Kuwait.” Lloyd
L . . et — uwait.
ties in Burope and North America is creating political rifts wi ooked bewildered. “I can’t actually think of one in Lond s
these communities. At root is a fundamental disagreement on m Common!” bellowed O'Reilly. Lloyd Webber sh ) vo:_.ﬂ
. vye . : - T shot H
to respond to organized hostility, with younger advocates cla ommon is fiull of posh people with push-chairs? Ovmﬂm.n:
that race frames political issues and determines allocation of reso ish people?” ) i
and that Muslims should mobilize accordingly; and their elders peans don’t like it when Americans —scholars, dipl
. — rs, diplomats,

alone with recent immigrants fear the consequences of racial agi ="
mm blend i wm - dh ! desi b " shouters—speak of “ghetros” on the old continent. For
refer to blend into the majority, and have no desire to be col & | . .
p o Jority, e, ghettos are a thing of the past in Europe, and “race” is
mapped, or classified. “ ; T )
pped, n obsession. Left-leaning intellectuals, in turn, are irked

ari-chatter abour Europée’s failure to integrate its Muslims
. foreign policy that inflames Muslim opinion; and they
resent efforts to impose American “racecraft” on Europe.
h&ha Outeasts, Loic Wacquant, a Betkeley-based French

b1
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